
INSIDE: ALL THE NEWS FROM YOUR WEEK AT LONDON MET 

SUMMER  SCHOOL 
BEATS TUBE STRIKE  
As London Underground grinds to a halt, staff and students 
struggle to university on buses, in taxis, on bicycles and on foot.  
BY NADIA MADOUI

FRONT PAGE NEWS; Tutor Richard Evans discusses newspaper layout with journalism 
students. More than 400 young people applied for this year’s course. Pic: Steve Blunt 

Summer school “best ever”

Organisers of this year’s 
London Met summer school 
say it’s their most popular ever.  
Liz Routhorn says 400 students 
applied to experience a taste of 
life at university this year on 
one of the free summer school 
courses provided throughout 
July.   

Liz, Senior Schools, Colleges 
and Widening Participation 
Officer, says she gets a 
budget from the university 
to run events like this to give 
students from all backgrounds 

an opportunity to make an 
informed decision for their 
future.   

Sophie Cloutterbuck, 
London Met’s Head of 
School, College and Widening 
Participation,  emphasises how 
valuable summer schools are to 
students as they allow them to 
experience courses they may 
not be able to study at A-level.  

In sociology, for example, 
students are able to learn 
about gender and sexuality.  In 
Criminology students studied 

BY KEVIN WALSH

 Æ CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO 

Summer school students, staff 
and student ambassadors had to 
battle through delays, queues 
and traffic yesterday as a strike 
closed down the tube.   Seventy 
of the 90 students and all the 
ambassadors and staff made it to 
university.  Some journeys took 
up to four hours. 

A contingency plan was made 
to finish early on Wednesday 
and start later on Thursday 
at 10.30am. Summer school 
organiser Liz Routhorn, told us 
that the school has “had a few 
calls that people can’t come in 
today but on the whole people 
have really made an extra effort 
to come in, which is really nice!”

She said the phones rung quite 
a few times with people worried 
about turning up late and a few 
people had rough journeys on 
the way in, including staff, 

“One student started out at 
6am to get here and was still 
late: it took about four hours, 

“Most people are on time 
because a lot of people live 
locally, like me who walked to 
work.”

Hind Kunwar, a student 
ambassador, said a journey 
from Chingford that takes 
normally 45 to 50 minutes took 
her about two and a half hours 
to three.  Although she had it 
“all planned” on Wednesday, 
those plans were diverted due 

to a number of issues such as of 
“diversions”, “delays” and really 
bad traffic. A journey that would 
have normally consisted of one 
tube and bus journey, ended up 
involving two buses, two trains, 
and a £15 cab ride.   

17-year-old journalism course 
student Kiki Virdee, who lives in 
Woodford Green, found the tube 
strike “very inconvenient”. Buses 
didn’t terminate at their final 
stop, and traffic was horrendous. 
Her journey took two hours.  , 
however, she still wanted to come 
in to “chat to people and hand 
in work!” Journalism student 
Princess Domingo’s journey 
from Catford took four hours. 

Liz concluded, the “extra time 
definitely helped”, and “stopped 
people having to get up too early 
and fall asleep in class”. And 
“everybody’s happy who’s here!”

The reason behind it is that 
the introduction of the Night 
Tube, which is only leading to a 
wage increase which is not felt 
to be enough to cover the extra 
shifts. The TFL website says 
that “RMT, Unite and TSSA 
members are on 24-hour strike 
action on the Tube from 18:30 on 
Wednesday 8 July.   

A staff member from 
Highbury and Islington station, 
who chose not to be named, said 
the only effect the tube strike 
had is on him is that he “woke up 
a bit earlier”.  
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 Æ Contiunued from page one

Summer school 
success

perceptions of gangs.  
Liz and Sophie say 

it’s important to pick a 
course you will enjoy, 
especially since students 
now pay for their own 
education. 

Sophie has been 
working with this 
programme for eleven 
years.  The course was 
started twenty five years 
ago.  Subjects on offer 
change every year to 
suit demand. Liz says 
that London Met doesn’t 
gain anything directly 
by offering free summer 
schools, but students get 
a good time, and get a 
chance to decide what 
they do or don’t want to 
do at university. Sophie 
adds that students’ UCAS 
applications are stronger 
as a result.  

Sophie says: “Students 
who love London Met do 
end up studying here”.

Liz came from a village 
in Hampshire and went 
to a sixth form college 
in Winchester to study 
music, German, English 
literature and Italian.  She 
says her parents wanted 
her to study business but 
she wanted to do music.  

“It was the best 
decision of my life”.  She 
says her parents very 
much agree with her now. 

Sophie completed 
her GCSEs in a 
comprehensive school 
but was kicked out before 
she could complete her 
A-levels after rowing 
with her teachers. 

“I hated it”, she says.  
She ended up going to 

night school to complete 
her A-levels. 

Sophie was the first 
in her family to go to 
university which made 
the experience harder for 
her as she didn’t know 
anyone that could give 
her advice. 

She worked as a 
marketing assistant 
for six months, then 
travelled to Australia. 
Upon her return, Sophie 
was offered a place 
at four Russell Group 
universities and another 
at London Guildhall 
University (now London 
Met). 

She wanted to go 
somewhere that wasn’t 
largely middle class hence 
why she came to London 
Guildhall. At the moment 
she is studying for a 
coaching qualification. 
“You don’t stop learning 
at twenty one. You keep 
on learning throughout 
your life,” she says. 

ASPIRIN-G STUDENTS HAVE A GREAT 
TIME ON HUMAN SCIENCE COURSE

DIY DRUGS: Abigail Vieira and Jaid Debrah learning how to create aspirin from scratch during Human Sciences course. Pic: Steve Blunt

Fifteen students at the Human Sciences summer 
course worked together this Tuesday to make their 
own aspirin.  Students said they found the process 
very interesting.Seventeen-year-old summer school 
student Heena Kassam, who hopes to do a biomed or 
physiology degree, said: “I can’t take all the credit for 
that because we were given a method sheet and given 
all the stuff to us but it was interesting knowing what 
was in it and how simple the process actually is”. 

She points out how normally you might assume that 
it’d take forever to make, but that it was surprisingly 
quite a simple process.

Aspirin is normally used to relieve pain but may also 
be used long term at low doses, to help prevent heart 
attacks, strokes, and the formation of blood clots in 
people who are at high risk. It has also been discovered 
that aspirin may prove effective in preventing certain 
types of cancer, particularly colorectal cancer. 

Eli Jacoby, lecturer for the Human Sciences course, 
explained the process to us:“We heated together a 
solution that contained a chemical called salicylic acid 

and another chemical called acetic anhydride and we 
boiled those together in an acidic environment.

“The result of that is the synthesis of aspirin 
which is the molecule of aspirin which is actually 
acetylsalicylic acid.”

Eli said the process had worked very well: “Most 
people had made quite a pure preparation of aspirin.” 

In order to check for the pureness of aspirin “there 
are various ways you can analyse it to see if what you’ve 
made is what you think you’ve made. You can look 
at what temperature it melts, you can look at how it 
separates using different chromatography methods.” 

The aspirin the students made can’t be used for 
anything because a licence is needed to use any of the 
made preparations for drugs, Eli said “the students 
this year seem like very committed individuals” they 
are “very enthusiastic and they seem to work quite 
well together seeing that most of them don’t know 
each other!”

Heena says she is loving the course so far and that 
it is “really helpful”.

BY NADIA MADOUI

BEST FOOT FORWARD: 
Students stare each 
other in the eye during 
Wednesday’s class on 
presentation skills.  
Other sessions focussed 
on study skills and 
personal statements. 
Pic: Steve Blunt
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“I ESCAPED THE 
7/7 BOMBINGS”
On the anniversary of the devastating terrorist attack, 
summer school organiser remembers her luckiest day

BY BRONWEN LEWIS AND PRINCESS DOMINGO

Sophie Cloutterbuck speaks to Journalism students about her 
experience of the terrorist attack in London. Pic: Sacha Guddoy

Summer school organiser Sophie 
Cloutterbuck has told the Tower how she 
escaped the July 7th bombings in London in 
2005.  

As the UK remembered the events of ten 
years ago, London Met’s Head of School, College 
and Widening Participation said:“I remember 
feeling very, very lucky. That’s the biggest thing 
I remember of that day.”

The bombing affected the London Met 
summer school massively: organisers were 
unable to contact many students who were 
travelling to the event. 

Speaking to a news conference of summer 
school journalism students, Sophie, 40, 
said it was her “most challenging” summer 
school experience.

“Ten years ago today, we had all the kids in 
on their way to the summer school.  It was the 
exact same week as this year when the bombing 
happened. 

“Half our young people were on the tubes 
and we couldn’t get hold of them. 

“I hadn’t made it in because my train turned 
round before it got in.  

“We were all desperately trying to call the 
kids.” 

She said one of her colleagues stayed until 
midnight making sure that all students got 
home safely.  

Sophie said: “Anyone who remembers the 
day, it was an awful day but the fact that we 
knew we had young people on that tube who 
had gone in that direction were coming from 
those areas and trying to make sure that they 
were safe and then getting them home. 

“Some of them were travelling 

from Surrey, from Kent and places and everything 
was shut so we were trying to get them home”

“I remember waking up late and getting a later train 
than I normally get and I’m very glad I did because if 
I hadn’t, the train I was normally on would link me to 
the tube that took you through King’s Cross.

“I remember being on the train and then the train 
just stopped mid tracks and none of us being told 
what was going on and first of all everyone being told 
that there was a power outage at Victoria.  

“Then our train just going back the other way and 
it wasn’t until we had got home and saw the news that 
we could make the link  to work out what was going 
on.

Sophie said that during the day she received a call 
from her brother who had got on the bus which was 
bombed. 

Cloutterbuck said he told her the bus was too 
‘crowded’ and had decided to get off. 

He saw the bus go to the end of the street and 
explode. 

Liz Routhorn, 32, Senior Schools, Colleges and 
Widening Participation Officer said: “You may 
remember when you did your application I asked you 
a lot of questions which seemed completely irrelevant. 

“Your parents’ mobile number, your parents’ 
landline number, your parents’ or guardian’s email, 
just in case. We had contacts from your school, we 
had their email, their phone as much as we could so if 
any contingencies come up there’s some way we can 
contact as many people as possible.”

WHY THE MEDIA 
GET IT WRONG 
ABOUT GANGS

In an exclusive interview 
with The Tower, criminology 
expert Tara Young explained 
why what we know about 
gang culture is considerably 
prejudiced. 

The criminology and youth 
crime studies lecturer believes 
the media misrepresents 
young people and gangs and 
this week in her summer school 
course she aims to challenge 
and redefine what students 
know about gang culture. 

“The media disseminate 
information very quickly in a 
very simple way to a very large 
audience and often the subtle 
nuances and life experiences 
of so-called gang members are 
lost. 

“Some journalists are not 
particularly interested in 
complex details,” she says.

“So what we get is a 
particular idea or image of 
what a gangster looks like:  a 
young black boy from an urban 
neighbourhood with low rider 
pants and a hoodie.” 

Tara’s aim when teaching 
her students is to try to get 
them to challenge this imagery 
and see beyond it. 

“It’s not to say there isn’t any 
truth in the images and I don’t 
think there is one answer when 
it comes to the representation 
of gangs but I try to get the 
students to be critical and ask 
questions like what am I being 
asked to believe? What is the 
evidencial basis of this image?”

We talked about 
representation of gangs in 
the media and how this 
contributes to young people 
being victimised by the media’s 
stereotypes.  

Arguably, this is why the 
representation of young people 
and gangs is so dehumanised.  
In the summer course, she is 
challenging her students to 
consider that in the past 100 
years Jewish, Irish, Polish, 
and Italian people were also 
connected to gang culture.

Representation of culture, 
communities and clothing has 
changed.

BY ZOE ADAMOU-DUTTON

The London bombings: the facts
 › They were a series of coordinated 
suicide bomb attacks in central 
London which targeted civilians. 

 › The first bomb exploded at 8:49am

 › The bombs exploded in three different 
areas between Liverpool Street and 
Aldgate, Edgware Road, between Kings 
Cross St. Pancras and Russell Square.

 › At 9:47am a double decker bus 
exploded in Tavistock Square

 › 52 people were killed as a result of the 
bombings (including the four bombers)

 › 700 were injured

 › The bomb attacks occurred the day 
after London had won its bid to host 
the 2012 Olympic Games. 

“We were all desperately trying to 
call all our kids”

TARA YOUNG: “Some journalists aren’t 
interested in the complex details” 
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CHANCELLOR’S BUDGET 
CUTS STUDENT GRANTS 
Chancellor George Osborne’s budget this week included plans to replace university maintenance grants 
with loans next year and allow some universities to raise tution fees  above £9,000.  Princess Domingo and 
Bronwen Lewis asked summer school students for their views on the rising cost of going to university

“It’s a joke! The 
Tories’ decision has 
affected my education, 
quite frankly, especially 
with the scrap of the 
maintenance grants.”
 

G race Tobin

“The budget doesn’t 
change my decision 
of going to university, 
really. I think the 
benefits I’m going to 
get from university are 
going to outweigh the 
amount of money I have 
to pay back.” 

Vivienne Nwankwo

“I’m angry at the 
government for the cuts 
in the maintenance 
grant. I will struggle 
with money a lot with 
these budget reforms.”

Isaac Rudden

“I’m still going to 
university but I’m 
annoyed that I have to 
pay it [the loan] back.”

Natasha Asibey

PLUGGED IN: Melvin Thomas and Camron Gordon building a self-controlled robot during at the London 
Met summer school. How long will it be before machines can think for themselves. Pic: Steve Blunt

Robots or humans: has the time 
finally arrived to choose a side?
BY KIKI VIRDEE 

There’s some intense pressure going 
down in the Robotics department, 
as the five teams of students (POV 
Engineering, IDK, SAM, G-Force, 
and MC Robotics) have to make a 
functional, self-operating robot that 
reacts with the environment to avoid 
obstacles in its path. On top of that, 
these robots have to be presented to 
a panel. 

While the pressure takes its toll on 
some groups, student Camron Gordon 
of MC Robotics confidently tells us: “As 
long as we know what we’re speaking 
about, it should be fine”. 

Orlando Miller of IDK says their 
robot can detect objects through 
“infrared and other sensors”, similar 
to the ones that we see guarding 
precious artifacts in movies and the 
ones that we see in the eyes of the 
T-800s in the 1984 hit movie The 
Terminator.

The latest installment in the 
franchise, Terminator Genisys, has 
just been released and robotics 
students are keen to see it.   

The movie franchise makes a 
distinction between robots (objects 
that are completely mechanical), 
androids (robots that are designed 
to look human), and cyborgs (an 
object that has both biological and 
mechanical parts).  

We asked the students for their 
views on the development of Artificial 

Intelligence (AI), which enables 
computers and robots to think for 
themselves and potentially become 
sentient.  

Camron thinks that “AI  is 
beneficial, as it makes peoples’ lives 
better”.  

Orlando says: “Personally, I’m not 
a fan of mixing man and machine 
together. If it was meant to be… then 
we would have been born with metal”.

Isaac Rudden of G-Force thinks 
that it has “great potential”. 

Henry Nicot also believes in the 
power of cybernetics.

He says: “If you send a human into 
an extreme condition, they may not 
survive. 

“But if they’re part human, part 
machine, they may have the capability 
to survive that situation”.

Jeremy Kiecol of POV thinks robots 
should work for humans: “but that 
would lead to their uprising. 

“We can either watch it happen or 
be a part of it. And that’s what we’re 
doing. We’re helping the robots take 
over the world”.

Arman Rashidi of SAM believes 
AI will become more advanced and 
eventually might take over the world 
but “it will take time”.  

With the current advancement of 
AI, someone you know might be an 
android! Even I might be a cyborg. 
Who knows? 

“The cuts hit 
hard!” drawing 
by Kiki Virdee 


